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CONDITION o X
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Chuckery Race is a structure constructed of hand cut sandstone blocks
forming a wall eight to ten feet in height and about 1300 yards long.

The wall is parallel to and about 30 feet from the sheer rock of the east
wall of the Cuyahoga River Gorge. The rock was quarried on site from the
east wall of the Gorge. The construction of the rock wall created a water
channel eight feet deep and thirty feet wide. This raceway supplied
waterpower to the industrial allotment of "Summit City'". At the
northernmost point of Chuckery Race, a dam and gate were constructed to
divert water into the raceway. Though they no longer exist, their
locations and rock boulder to which they were anchored are still evident.

This portion of Chuckery Race has remained largely intact since its
construction in 1844. The storm drainage along with the natural drainage
of the area have helped fill in the Chuckery Race with soil; trees as
Well as low foliage are presently growing in this area. To prevent water
from flowing into it, a hand-cut sandstone wall was constructed where

the gate opening was located for the raceway. The flood of 1913 did

no damage to the stone wall, and it remains completely intact.

The sputherly portion of Chuckery Race was constructed as a result of
dirt fill and excavation and is about three miles in length. Natural
erosion has filled in and eroded this area over the years, however,
some of its characteristics and major features can still be noted.
Most of this area is used by Ohio Edison as a right-of-way for main
power lines.

At the present time, the Ohio Department of Highways is in the process of
constructing, with Federal Funds, the Moulton Highway. It is adjacent

to and above the rim of the east wall of the Cuyahoga River Gorge. The
freeway drainage through this portion of the City of Cuyahoga Falls will
prove to be detrimental to the preservation of the Chuckery Race and

to the plant life within it. Severe erosion and freeway salt are the

two primary elements which are endangering this area. The intent is to
preserve the Chuckery Race and to provide an area which can be preserved
and developed in conjunction with the Akron Metropolitan Park District.
It is hoped that the freeway drainage system can be redesigned to prevent
harm to Chuckery Race.
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GNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
O Pre-Columbian} (] 16th Century {J 18th Century L] 20th Century
[] 15th Century [C1 17th Century @ 19th Century
'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) May 27. 1844
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal 1 Education [ Politicatl (] Urbon Planni.ng
"] Prehistoric ] Engineering [ Religion/Phi- [J Other (Specity)
[ Historic ] Industry losophy
[ Agriculture ] Invention [C] Science
{OJ Architecture [ Landscape O Schpfure
O Art Architecture ] Social/Humon-
O Commerce [ Literature itarion
O Communications ] Military ] Theater
[;g Conservation [ Music [ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

After the completion of Akron's Cascade Mill Race in the 1830's, Dr.
Eliakim Crosby began surveys which revealed that with the adequate
right-of-way, territory and construction funds, a water power second in
magnitude and accessibility to no other in the western country could
be created. Plans for a new manufacturing town were begun - 200 of the
2500 acres acquired were platted as Summit City in the area presently
designated as the North Hill area of Akron. Capitalists from the East
were invited to invest in manufacturing, business and private lots.

On February 27, 1837, a charter was granted to the Portage Canal and
Manufacturing Company with authorization to sell bonds for the purpose
of constructing a dam and canal, the purpose of which was to provide
water power for the manufacturing developments in "Summit City". This
project was to be called Chuckery Race, to be 4 miles in length.

the. Chuckery project, numerous engineering dlfflcultles ‘had to be
overcome. The Chuckery Race began at a dam, located in a gorge. Dam
construction was completed in 1843. For two miles south of the dam,
The Chuckery Race was either cut from solid rock or built up with rock
and stone; it continued south, leaving the gorge, to the upper plateau
of "Summit City" which was nearly 100 feet above the gorge. On May
27, 1844, the project was practically completed; the gates were opened,
a110w1ng the water to flow through the full four miles of the Chuckery
Race. More work was still necessary, but never completed due to dis-
harmony among the stockholders, legal problems, and lack of funds.
Further, the location of the county seat in Akron led to the collapse
of "Summit City'".

The High Glens Park was constructed in Cuyahoga Falls in 1882, This
park, encompa551ng the gorge, provided a setting which was duplicated

hall, roller coaster (credited as the first in the country), croquet,

the most prominent features of the park was the main walkway through
and along the Chuckery Race, called the "Grande Promenade" which
“utilized the rock wall and bed of the Chuckery Race. Various sitting,
picnic and planted areas were developed along it. There are presently
plans to reconstruct this park site.

Because of the severe topography of the area, and the sheer magnitude of

nowhere else in Ohio. Various features included dining facilities, dance

pedestrian suspension bridges, ferry boat, caves and treehouses. One of
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FORM PREPAREDBY

NAME AND TITLE:

William R. Coleman, Mayor §

John R. Daily, Director-Secretary

ORGANIZATION

City of Cuyahoga Falls

Akron Metropolitan |PATE
Park District March 28, 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

2310 Second St.

2077 Newton St. (Akron, Ohio

CiITY OR TOWN:

Cuyahoga Falls

STATE CODE

Ohio 039

' NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

TE LIAISON-OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665)., 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [} State m Local [

Name

Title

Date

- Sl e g

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

o |

STATE

Qhio

COUNTY

Summit

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Number all entries)

2. Location

Chuckery Race (Gorge Metropolitan Park)

Northern (stone wall) section: 30 feet wide and approximately 3,900 feet
long, located to the east of the east wall of the Cuyahoga River Gorge,

in the city of Cuyahoga Falls.

Southern (earth fill § excavation) section:
long, located south of the southern wall of
in and south of the city of Cuyahoga Falls.,

|10. Geographical Data

Northern (stone wall) section: latitude: NW
NE
SE
SW

longitude:

NW
NE
SE
Sw

Southern ( earth fill § excavation) section:

latitude: NW
NE
SE
SW

longitude:
NW
NE
SE
SW

approximately 16,000 feef
the Cuyahoga River Gorge,

41°
41°
41°
41°

81°
81°
81°
81°

41°
41°
41°
41°

81°
81°
81°
81°

11. Approximate acreage of nominated property

Northern (stone wall) section: 8.5 acres

07' 42"
07t 38"
07' 13"
07' 16"
29' 00"
29' 7.5"
29' 29"
29' 27"
07' 10"
07' 32"
07' 02"
07' 42"
31' 38"
29' 51"
29' 27"
31' 27.5"

Southern ( earth fill § excavation) section: 36.5 acres

GPO 901.082




Form No. 10-301a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE ]
(7/72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ohio
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Summit
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
wv (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMeER DATE
o common: Chuckery Race (Gorge Metropolitan Park)
— AND/OR HISTORIC
. F :
U IS*REET AND NUMBER
(see continuation sheet)
: CITY OR TOWN:
o Cuyahoga Falls
o STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
) Ohio 039 Sommit ‘ 153
_ PHoTo creoiT:  Dept. of Industrlal & Commun1ty Development

T s

baTE oF PHOTO: OCt. 1972

SEE

s NEGATIVE FILED AT:
w Dept. of Industrial & Commun1ty Development Cuyahoga Falls, Ohlo
- DENTIF ICATION , o
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Mid point of southern (earth fill § excavation) portion of Chuckery
Race taken from bed of the Chuckery looking northeast.
INT: 18472
Form No. 10-301a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR JSTATE .
(7/72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ; Ohio
| NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  |<*"7)
Summit
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM ] FOR NPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
o common: CRUCKeTy Race (Gorge Metropolitan Park)
— AND/oR HISTORIC:
9) YREET AND NUMBER:
(see continuation sheet)
] > CITY OR TOWN:
© Cuyahoga Falls
- STATE: CODE |COUNTY: cCoDE
w Ohio 039 Sumn1t 153
4 *HOTO REFERENCE . E ‘ ‘ N T
- pHoTo creoiT:  Dept. of Industr1a1 and Commun1ty Development

baTE oF pHoTo: Oct, 30, 1972

INEGATIVE FILED AT:

Dept. of Industrial and Community Development Cuyahoga Falls. Ohio

{8, IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Middle portion of Chuckery Race stone wall. The photograph was
taken at the water line of the Cuyahoga River, looking south.

INT: 18472

Y



Form No. 10-301a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE .
(7/72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ohio
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTy :
Summit
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

INSTRUCTIONS
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Form No. 10-3010 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
7/72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ohio
_NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY ,
Summit
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS$ USE ONLY
n (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
z R T
o comvon:  Chuckery Race (Gorge Metropolitan Pa
— AND/OR HISTORIC:
- CATION
8 STREET AND NUMBER:
- (see continuation sheet)
CiITY OR TOWN:
o Cuyahoga Falls
'- STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
w Ohio 039 Summit 153
=z .’HEQT‘Q“R.EFERENCE' EEL ; B ‘ % e g :
— proTo crepiT:  Dept. of Industrial and Community Development
DATE OF PHOTO: Oct. 30, 1972
w NEGATIVE FILED AT:
w 1| Dept. of Industrial and Community Development, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio
o [4 IDENTIFICATION ' ’ RN T e
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Photograph taken from the top of the Chuckery Race stone wall
looking south. The Cuyahoga River is to the right and Chuckery
Race bed is to the left.

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

"éhuckéry Race (Gdfge Méf[gpolitéﬁlpérk)v

COMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

YREET AND NUMBER:

(see continuation sheet)

CITY OR TOWN:

Cuyahoga Falls

STATE: CODE [COUNTY: . CODE

Ohio _ 1039 _Summit . 153

PHOTO CREDIT: Dept. of Industrial § Community Development

DATE OF PHOTO: Oct. 1972

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

DENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Northem (stone wall) section, north portion of the wall. Photo taken
from the top of the Chuckery wall looking north.

INT: 184-72

INT: 184-72
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE %
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ; :
Chio ¢
"NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coLnTY ] i
Summit %
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY i
- (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE §
=z
o COMMON: Chuckery Race (Gorge Metropolitan Park) %
— AND/OR HISTORI =
e . )
= T %
v : . .
(see continuation sheet) p
: CITY OR TOWN: i'
o Cuyahoga Falls
- STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE <
v, Ohio 039 | Summi t 153 f
=
- U.S.G.S. Akron West Quadrangle é
w lscared: 24000
|17
wn = L
TO BE !NCLUDED ON ALL MAPS : é
1. Property broundaries where required. i
2. North arrow. } ‘
3. Latitude and longitude reference. L_;‘.
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‘ X
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NN AKRON WEST QUADRANGLE
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55 22§0000 FEET| OHIO TURNPIKE 12 M./ , 81°
] — "( T X N ¢ ~ 4 A G
Sl fl\ 22 =

g
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N\ Southern (earth fill §
—~ excavation) section

_ {1

T I i im0

N

§
i
\l

|
A0 i
e ‘!
41°07/30” +—3

n_

Chuckery Race (Gorge s

Metropolitan Park)

Northern (stone wall)
sportion:

latitude: NW 41° Q7' 42"
530 000 NE 41° Q7' 38" -
T SE 41° 97' 13" .
FEE SW 41° G777 1g"
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N 81° 29' oo
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SE 81° 29' 29
SW 81° 29' 27
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Form 10-301

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ohio
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  |°°U"™Y )
Summit

PROPERTY MAP FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

common:  Chuckery Race (Gorge Metropolitan Park)

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

{see continuation sheet)

CITY OR TOWN:

Cuyahoga Falls

STATE:

Ohio

COUNTY:

CODE

039

Summit

CODE

153

SOURCE:

U.S5.G.S. Akron East Quadrangle

peaLe:  1:24000

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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, ~ PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
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A z
o COMMON: Chuckery Race (Gorge Metropolitan Park)
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(see continuation sheet)
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o Cuyahoga Falls
- STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CcODE
o Ohio 039 Summit 153
=z
SOURCE
U.S.G.S. Hudson Quadrangle
w caLe: 1:24000
w DATE: 1963 revised 1970
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
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January 2, 1973

Mr, William R, Coleman, Mayor
City of Cuyahoga Falls

2310 Second Street

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221

Dear Mr. Coleman:

I am pleased to inform you that Chuckery Race has been entered in the
National Register of Historic Places by the National Park Service,
United States Department of Interior.

The nomination was made in connection with a state plan to identify
and document prehistoric and historic places in Obhio which qualify
for National Register status under provisions of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966. All nominations are approved by the Ohio
Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board.

Enclosed is a brochure explaining the purposes and goals of the
National Register of Historic Places.

Congratulations for recognizing the importance of, and the need for,
the careful and sensible preservation of Chio's landmarks. Your
farsightedness will surely serve as an example to other individuals
and organizations in this state.

Sincerely,

Judith Kitchen
Architectural Historian

JK/glk
enclosure
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