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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 0. C. Barber Piggery is about 300 feet long, on a north-
south axis, Like the rest of the Anna Dean Farm buildings,
it is constructed of red brick and concrete block.

The building is two stories high and when viewed from a disH
tance appears to be composed of three evenly spaced sectiong
connected by long, recessed passageways; these contained
the pig sties, The three main sections have concrete block
Tirst floors and brick second floors trimmed with concrete
block. The sty sections have brick first floors, trimmed
in concrete block, and concrete block second floors. The
sties in the Figgery are the only sections of any Barber
buildings that reverse the order, having brick on the first
story with concrete blocks on the second.

There were 48 doors on the ground floor leading to the indi-
vidual sties, Beside each door was a window, 48 windows
for the sties and 122 windows in the entire barn.

The roof above the sties and the end sections is gabled,
while the main, center section has a hip and mansard roof
with four sides sloping up from all four walls, The entirg
roof is covered with red tile and each of the three sectionsg
had a cupola, while each of the sty roofs had five evenly
spaced metal air vents, There is a large chimney on the
east side of the roof of the center section and concrete
dental work overhanging is found under each section of the
roof.

There are three large sets of doors on the Piggery for hay
loading, on the north and south ends and on the east side
of the center section. While the east side of the center
section was used for hay storage, the west side was occu-
pied by the swineherd and his family.

The Piggery was altered in later years., A concrete load-
ing dock was built on the northwest side of the barn next to
the sty area. A large metal storage shed was added on the
southwest side, next to the sty. These are the only major
changes and both could be removed with minimal damage to
the Piggery.

The cupola on the north section of the barn has been removed
along with the metal air vents from the roof of the north
sty section., -

Even with these changes, when viewed from either the east
or west, the barn is almost perfectly symmetrical, as were
almost all of the Anna Dean Farm buildings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Piggery was the last Anna Dean Farm building erected by
Ohio Columbus Barber, the "Match King,"

Barber was born poor in Middlebury, Ohio, and his life exemp-
lified the American rags-to-riches dream, After he took
over his father's small match factory he mechanized it so
that it could produce six billion matches a year, He further
expanded by merging his company with 28 others to form the
Akron-based Diamond Match Co,.,, with himself as president.

In 1890 Barber, who because of Federal taxes ignored city
taxes, was sued by Akron for $163,992 in back taxes. Out-
/\raged, he calied in town promoter Michael Alexander and with
'{_| /John Robinson, George Crouse and Col. George Perkins as

\ backers, laid out a new city near New Portage, Ohio, With
characteristic modesty, Barber named it Barberton and moved
his Diamond Match enterprise there in 1894, In 1905 he had
Michael Alexander lay out a huge farm for him on 2,000 acres
southeast of Barberton; he named it Anna Dean Farm in honor
of his only daughter. T

The Piggery was the iast of 23 farm buildings to be completed)
in 1915, Even the 40-room mansion, ten years in the building,
was finished before the Piggery.

When the farm was opened to the publid; the Piggery was dubbed
the "Pig Palace" by the people. But the following year
(1916) the pigs were stricken with cholera and were slaughtered.

Thereafter, Barber kept horses in the Piggery until he died
in 1920,

Mr,., Barber had willed the farm to Western Reserve College,

Cleveland, but because of his lifelong practice of never pay-
ing bills until sued, there were several liens on the property
and the college would not accept it.

In 1921 a group of World War I veterans organized Troop F of
the 107th U.S. Cavalry and headquartered at the Piggery, where
they subsequently sponsored many horse shows, The troop re-
mained at the Piggery until deactivated in 1939, ‘

(PLEASE SEE CONTINUATION SHEET)
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Significance (con't.)

The Piggery was not only a part of the farm of Barberton's founder, but
it played a major part in a type of military operation that is no longer
in existence, the horse cavalry.

The Barber Mansion, two large barns, and seven other buildings of the
Anna Dean Farm have already been razed. Of the remaining buildings,

Barn No.l, the last silo barn left, was recently placed on the National
Register of Historic Places. The Piggery is actually a refinement of
Barber architecture and was the last of his buildings to be built (1915).
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June 4, 1873

Mr., Alexander Naumoff
S$19 Parkview Avenue
Barberton, Chio

Dear Mr, Naumoff:

1 am pleased to inform you that the 0. C. Barber Piggery has been entered
in the National Register of Historic Places by the National Park Service,
United States Department of Interior.

The nomination was made in connection with a state plan to identify and
document prehistoric and historic places in Ohic which qualify for National
Register status under provisions of the National lHistoric Preservation Act
of 1966, All nominations are approved by the Chio llistorie Site Preservation
Advisory Beoard.

Enclosed is a3 brochure explaining the purposes and goals of the National
Register of Historic Places.

Congratulations for recognizing the importance of, and the need for, the
careful and sensible preservation of Ohio's landmarks. Your farsightedness
will surely serve as an esample to other individuals and organizations in
this state,

Sincerely,

Judith Kitchen
Architectursl Historian

JK/glk
enclosure
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